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Dear all 

A new membership liaison rep
Some of you may already know that I’m taking on the role of PSIGE membership liaison rep.  PSIGE has a current membership of 565 and while I suspect it’s unlikely I’ll liaise with all of you I hope I’ll represent an easy point of contact for queries and information sharing!  I thought in the first instance I would send a few words to introduce myself, invite your correspondence and update you on discussions from the National Committee residential in September 2010 at Parceval Hall.  
Who am I?

I am currently the Acting Head of Older People’s Psychology with SEPT in South Essex and a former secretary for PSIGE Scotland.  This is my first foray into the realms of the PSIGE National Committee so please handle with care! 

How to contact me?

Please email or telephone using the contact details above and I will endeavour to answer any queries.  While I can’t claim to be an expert on all (or even some) matters I can hopefully liaise with those ‘in the know’.  While the National Committee is not in the position to provide statements about every issue relating to older people’s services, we are happy to take the lead in responding to issues you consider pertinent so please do let us know if you wish our input.  
Date for the diary

As you’ll be aware, geographical group convenors are invited to meet with some members of the National Committee on 9th November 2010 between 11am and 3.30pm at the BPS offices in Leicester.  As Sarah has said, PSIGE will finance one member of each geographical group to attend.  Others who wish to attend will have to be locally funded.  Please let Sarah know ASAP if you or a representative are planning to attend.  psigesecretary@gmail.com
Update from strategy planning meeting at Parcevall Hall (PH)

Much was addressed, many discussions were had and the odd glass of wine was quaffed at PH.  The following is a summary of the main points from this meeting
The committee for this year is
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The committee also agreed to rewrite the constitution to incorporate recent demands on the committee and we will need to bring these changes to you at a special meeting at some point this year for the membership to consider.
Other roles that will be filled by the committee are:
Policy  



Don Brechin and Polly Kaiser
Media




Chair with policy officer and leads
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Liz Baikie
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User Involvement


A rep from the service user and liaison committee of the DCP
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Cerys MacGillivray 
We will be working with a SULC rep for this year and working with them to find out how we can work together in ways which make the most of their experience and knowledge to help both the national committee and the wider membership.
Geographical Groups
The evolution of GGs was discussed and the following points summarise this:
· Each GG must have a Convenor, a Treasurer (or at least someone who can raise invoices and submit expenses) and possibly a CPD lead. 

· GG members can facilitate attendance at GG meetings and CPD events by emphasising the benefits of PSIGE membership which include:

· Meeting HPC registration/BPS CPD requirements through the sharing of knowledge and skills (see ‘CPD’ below)
· Professional development e.g. learning about national policy which can be fed back into services at local level.  Necessary for safe practice.
· Development of leadership skills which can be used elsewhere

· Links to Agenda for Change and KSF/PDP.

· To continue to support the GGs the National Committee is keen to gather and share information on:

· How GGs organise themselves

· How they ensure their success

· What sort of speakers they invite

Finance

At the time of PH only 5 GGs had transferred their bank accounts to the BPS.  As we are not permitted to hold separate accounts as a registered charity under the structure of the BPS, please can all GG convenors ensure they transfer their funds to the BPS ASAP.  Becci explains the procedure in her letter.  Future invoices and expenses should be clearly labelled with the relevant GG name. 
CPD
PSIGE membership includes a minimum of 4 newsletters each year, numerous CPD opportunities and subsidised delegate rates for the national conference.  However only 20% of the membership attends face to face CPD events organised by PSIGE.  The National Committee supports CPD opportunities across the UK and is keen to determine the most 

effective way to continue to do this.  The following information would be helpful:
· Do members cascade training locally after attending a PSIGE CPD event?

· Do GGs take advantage of PSIGE support to organise local CPD events to meet their own needs?

· What attendance is there at local CPD events?

· Do trainees and assistants take advantage of the opportunity to present to their local GGs?

Call to arms!
A number of key areas were prioritised for the coming year.  These included workstreams for access to skilled and appropriate psychological therapy (including IAPT services), dementia, and NICE guidance for challenging behaviour.  
The psychological therapy workstream’s aim is to help psychologists make IAPT and other national therapy services fit for purpose for older people by:

1. Collating and publishing information about how IAPT is currently working nationally to improve access to Psychological Therapies. This will initially be provided in a Special Edition PSIGE Newsletter (aiming for February 2011) 

2. Facilitate communication between clinical psychologists developing services to improve access of older adults to psychological services by having: 

(i) A Special Interest webpage on the PSIGE website.

(ii) An E-mail network of interested parties. 

3. Providing CPD for the profession and other clinicians/professionals.

4. Building on evidence by identifying key areas for further audit and research. 

The dementia workstream’s aim is to assist psychologists to work effectively with people with dementia (in the context of the National Dementia Strategy, Dementia Plan, and Scottish Dementia Strategy) by:

1. Specifying where psychologists add value to a typical care pathway

2. Articulating the psychological approaches that are effective in assessing and managing challenging behaviour in liaison with other faculties of the BPS.
The committee are clear that whilst they will lead this work, the expertise lies in the wider membership.  
So… are there members who would be happy to be involved with/contacted in relation to these workstreams?
And are there members who would be willing to respond to policies or statements, or speak to the media, on behalf of the committee through the national chair on these and other issues?  

If you are interested in any of these functions, please get in touch with me
I am happy to put any queries about this letter to the committee if clarification is necessary.  Meanwhile it would be great if members/convenors could get back to me with expressions of interest and/or responses to any of the questions above.  I look forward to hearing from you, seeing some of you at Leicester, and to a successful coming year for PSIGE.

With best wishes,
Mhairi  

PSIGE is the Faculty for Old Age Psychology 

(British Psychological Society, Division of Clinical Psychology)
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