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Dear Convenors,

As Fiona has stepped down from the committee in order to pursue her new post in the NHS I have taken over liaising with the GGs.    I apologise for the delay in getting this letter to you but have been trying to get up to date with the committee again after a year out.

There are a number of vacancies arising as people leave the committee due to new jobs and coming to the end of their allowed period of service on the committee.  In addition, all posts are automatically up for re-election other than chair and vice chair and we really encourage people to stand.  Please give one of us a call if you are interested in any post specifically or just interested in the joining the committee but are not sure about which post would suit you.

We are particularly keen to develop roles for a dementia lead and a depression lead to spearhead the variety of consultations, training, and guidance that we undertake.

We have decided to move the PSIGE website to the BPS website when that is fully organised and in the meantime will make minor amendments to our own website but not give it a major overhaul (although we know there are some problems with it, it will not be cost effective to make any major changes given the imminent move).

We are committed to meeting with the GGCs as a group given the success of the last meeting.  We had originally planned for this to be on May 6th with the national committee meeting but have decided to move this meeting given its clash with the General Election.  As the conference has now been replaced with a day long event which will also include the AGM, it will not be feasible to hold the GGC meeting on the same day and so we will be in touch about another date.

There will however, be a social event the night before the AGM and we look forward to seeing some of you there.

The PSIGE accounts are to be transferred over to the BPS this year. Alice (treasurer) has requested sixteen subsections for the sixteen geographical groups to be included on the National PSIGE Account.  In order to align the dates on which we and the BPS collect members’ subventions, the BPS will collect ¾ of the normal amount in January 2011 and the full amount in 2012.  Hopefully Fiona has contacted you by now requesting that your Treasurer contact Alice Campbell regarding the bank system so Alice has their contact details etc. 

We have had some serious discussions about the CPD that PSIGE provides through the Training subcommittee in light of the changing landscape of other CPD providers competing for the same audiences and the poor attendance at some of the regional events. We have agreed that the TSC will pursue hosting one large event in conjunction with another major organisation.  We plan to join with the DCP conference in 2012 and there is a PSIGE strand on IAPT at the BABCP conference this year.
We are also developing a ‘corporate’ PSIGE powerpoint presentation template so that members who are doing presentations at other conferences could use the template and promote the organisation in the work that they do if appropriate.
The newsletter is back on track and I hope you will or have received your bumper April edition soon.  The July edition is due to come from South Thames and the October edition will be the first themed edition and is planned to focus on the use of psychological formulations.  The deadline for submissions will be July so please send any articles in that fit this bill to Louisa.

Best wishes

Sarah

Sarah Dexter-Smith

Honorary Secretary, PSIGE
