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Dear Geographical Group Convenors,

I hope you are all enjoying the summer that finally appears to have returned.  We had our latest national committee meeting by teleconference on 11th June.  We are trying out new ways of liaising as a committee that reduce spending and this seems to be a useful way forward for at least some of the committee’s meetings.  


Conference and AGM

The next meeting will be the AGM at the BPS offices on the 1st July (11.45-12.45) to be held during the day long conference that Cath Burley and the Training and Development Subcommittee have organised.  Despite the quality of the speakers and the reduction of the conference to a day event numbers registering are still low so PLEASE encourage your members to sign up if they are thinking of doing so.  
Committee members are meeting for dinner the night before the conference at 7pm at Lena Restaurant (see below) and would love anyone else who is coming to the conference to join them.  If you would like to come to dinner or to join us for drinks, please let Frances Free know so she can book you a place.  We look forward to seeing some of you there.  frances@academictype.co.uk
Some people have asked about poster presentations at the conference.  Unfortunately, due to space, we’re not able to host posters this year but please think about getting those ideas into an article for the newsletter.

You should all be receiving the AGM agenda and chair and treasurer reports, along with the AGM minutes from last year.  For some reason the TDSC report has not come out with these other items and we are therefore arranging for Frances Free to send this out to the membership.


Committee Structure

We also spent some time looking at the structure of the committee.  We are clear that some of the roles that we currently have on the committee do not give us the opportunity to make the most of individual’s skills or areas of interest.  We are therefore looking at merging some of the posts and making others more flexible so that interested individuals can be matched to the committee needs.  We will put forward a formal proposal for new posts at the AGM along the following lines:

· Posts mandated by the DCP are treasurer and chair. 
    Functions required by the DCP are service user and carer liaison, diversity, and policy.
· Secretary and GGC liaison roles would be combined.

· Newsletter editor post will be retained


· Policy representative is difficult in that it covers so many areas.  We have discussed linking policy response into committee members other roles so that individuals would lead on policies that link with work they are already undertaking.  Outgoing chair would oversee the response to policies that fall out with these areas of work.

· To create role for leads on mental health and dementia so that these pieces of work are more streamlined and linked in with media and policy remits.  These would obviously need to be supported by other committee members and the wider PSIGE membership given the breadth of work this could encompass and specific tasks would be set each year to retain a clear focus.
· CPD lead to be retained.

· Overseeing the website will be subsumed under another role rather than being a post in itself.

· The DCP now links with ‘service leads’ for each specialty.  For other faculties this is more complex but for older people this has been picked up by the PSIGE chair.  The service lead role is a 3 year tenure.  We discussed that it would make more sense to align the PSIGE chair tenure with this role and therefore propose to increase the chair’s tenure to a maximum of 3 years (currently 2).

· Nations (Scotland, Wales, England and N Ireland) would be represented by a committee member who has another formal role on the committee and has been formally nominated and elected rather than co-opted purely to represent one nation.

Although the formal deadline has passed for nominations, can I once again strongly encourage anyone who has any interest in being part of the committee to contact one of us to discuss this or to put themselves forward for nomination. As Don said in his recent letter, those of us already on the committee will soon move on and for PSIGE to continue to function, new members need to be an ongoing part of the committee.

Service user and carer liaison

Kay Sheldon is one of the 2 co-chairs of the service user and carer liaison committee of the DCP.  It is mandatory for faculties to have a rep on their national committee from this group and Kay is keen to work with PSIGE to learn together about the best way of setting this up that benefits all concerned.  The committee have decided to take a role description for this person to the AGM (developed by Kay) and propose that we will trial an individual attending 2 full PSIGE meetings so that they can gain an understanding of some of the context of the work that we do and then spend the rest of the calendar year working with that individual to look at specific pieces of work that the committee do and ways in which they can be most meaningfully involved.  At the end of the 12 month period we will review with them the progress that we have all made and report back to the membership. We all agreed that setting some clear objectives would help ensure that this involvement is not tokenistic.

Website

We are currently reviewing and updating the content on the website so please get in touch if you spot anything amiss or come across anything new that would be beneficial for us to put up. We hope to have a 4th special interest page on driving and dementia soon so if you have any information related to that, that you think would be useful, please send it to me and I’ll pass it onto the group that are co-ordinating it.
Finance

As we begin to move over to the BPS membership services please can all members cancel their standing orders to PSIGE and arrange to set up direct debits with the BPS if you are not already a member (current BPS/ DCP members will already have a direct debit that will be altered accordingly).
Membership

Frances Free is able to send you an updated list of your regional membership if you need it.  Although we’re traditionally a very inclusive group, the financial outlook of the faculty is not as strong as it has been due to reduced income from conference which has previously given us a significant cushion.  So can I gently remind you to make sure that non-members are charged a small fee for attendance at CPD events etc.
Meeting GGCs

The committee decided that the most appropriate time to meet up with you all is the start of October, on the basis that this would be very soon after we’ve met to plan strategy and after school holidays.  I’ll be in touch with the date ASAP.
As ever, just give me a call if you have any queries.  Otherwise, I hope to see some of you at the conference.  Please could you amend your contact details for me and start using sarahdextersmith@googlemail.com rather than my TEWV email.  Thanks. 

Best wishes

Sarah

(Sarah Dexter-Smith, Honorary Secretary, PSIGE)

Lena Restaurant www.lenarestaurant.com
66 Great Eastern Street
London EC2A 3JT
020 7739 5714
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